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Jhe accurate Defcriptm of the L a ke of Geneva, not long ftnce made by a per- 
fen that had vifited it divert timet in thepleafantejl feafon of the year h and 
communicated to the Publijher by one of his Parijian Conefpendents: En • 
glijh'd m followeth : 

Y O U have reafon, J/V.to demand of me an account of the Lake of 
Geneva , which, in my opinion, about this feafon of the year fin 
fune) isoneofthe moft pleafant places of the world. This is the third 
time I have vifitcd it,and I am,if I may fay fo, more charmed with it 
than the firft. 

I lhall fay nothing of the Alpes ,nor of mount Jura, which do envi¬ 
ron it, which by this Lake as by a large Ditch are feparated from one 
another : for that would not give you a fufficicntly fair idea of the 
Country.Be pleafed therefore to reprefent unto your fclf a CroifTant^ 
of water, one extremity whereof is eighteen leagues diftant from the 
other.and the banks of which are gently raifed to fomehights, then to 
collines,and at length to ftupendious mountains; which yet are not 
fo linked to one another but that they leavt betwixt them interlaces of 
fifteen or twenty leagues profpe&s,checkered by medows,corn-fields, 
orchards, vines, Forefts of Fir-trees, Snow lying on the Tides of the 
Rocks. All thefe obje&s, which at a diftance are confounded, and feera 
to make but owe,have near hand their fevcral beauties: So well is the 
Country interfered byRivolets,which,after they have ferved to make 
Iron,Paper,&c j run into the Lake, carrying with them very many 
fountains. 

But leaving thefe things, I flaall now content my fclf to entertain 
your Curiofity by giving you a candid relation of what I have there 

obferved in the fpaee of four months. 

Although I have-t©M you, that this Lake hath the figure of a Croif- 
fantyjyt that point,where is Genevans fomewhat longer and more ex¬ 
tended than the other. This CroilTant where *tis largeft, which is from 
Merges toThenenys about five good leagues over. That which hinders 
from making an exad eftimate of its largenefs in other places, is, that 
the Winds by driving the water toward the banks have made certain 
points, which advance far into the Lake, infuch fort that when one 
happens to be oppofitc to the other, the Lake feems to be narrow: As 
may be obferved in going from Geneva to Nion, where it feems as if the 
Pharos or Watch-tower of Prangin, which is in SuijJ'e, did almoft touch 
Savoy ; whereas yet one is a league diftant from the other. And .what 
is remarquable.is.that af the coming out of this Straight,the Lake bath 
there almoft its greateft breadth and depth. 

The water of this Lake is very good to drink, and ever fo limpid 
that even in the roiingof the waves,which fometimes go high enough’ 
the water is not troubled but along the banks. And if one do attentive¬ 
ly look down from the Caftle of Chilon or from any of the neighbour¬ 
ing bights int" the bottom of the Lake, he may fee high mountains 
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under the water. And the water is fo deep before Venvoy, that the 
founding line at the end of four hundred fathoms feems,becaufe it'will 
not ftay,to touch upon fomething llippery.’Tis held to be 500 fathoms 
deep before Reale •, and’tis affirmed, that near this great depth there 
may be feen a kind of Jjle under water. 

The Rhone enters at one of the points of the CroifTant into the Lake, 
and iflueth out at the other * but with this difference, that whereas he 
comes in dirty and miry,he ever goes put fo pure and clear,that under 
the bridge of Geneva, where the water is deep twenty five feet in fum- 
mer,you may well difeern the fmaileft ftones at the bottom. Andthe 
fame water,which in this place appears of a Saphyrin blew in the fhade 
of the Houfes,appears altogether green, nor is fo tranfparent.when 
the Sun (Lines on ic. 

There is a great diverfity of opinions as to the Current of the Rhone 
in the Lake y fome maintaining, that it may be difeerned,others de¬ 
nying it.Having heard the fentiments of the Curious o f'Laufanne and 
Geneva, and the opinions of the mod knowing Fiftiermen that are there 
in great number, and efpecially a tCoupet, I believe with the latter • 
That,although the Rhone entring into the Lake loofeth its violence; 
yet doth he Itili keep fome fenfible motion in fome places, and every 
where obfervable,and that no Trouts are taken any where in this Lake 
but in this Current of the .Rhone‘s which is what thefe Filhermen calf, 
to go and fifh fur le wont* 

Others there are,that go further and fay,that one may every where 
diftinguifh the water of the Lake from that of the Rhone : But the 
Fiftiermen will not allow this,, but affert, thatthere is no other mark 
thanthbfe lately alledged, viz., of the Trouts, and the Current ^ and 
that the latter of thefe is alone fufficient, in calm weather, toobferve 
the Current of the Rhone from the place of his entring the Lake unto 
that of his going out. 

The water of this Lake commonly begins to increafe about the end 
of January,or the beginning of February ,and continues to do fo unto 
the twentieth of ^«/y,and often unto the very month of Jugufi • and 
then it infenfibly decreafeth, fo that the waEer is lefs high in winter, 
than fummer by 12 or 15 feet ; the frofts draining the Springs, orra*> 
ther freezing the waters that ifiue out of them. 

About this Increafe of the water there are alfo different opinions? 
3 Tis true,they all believe in general,that the principal caufe of the in¬ 
creafe of the water is the melting of the Snow, and of the mountanous 
Ice.that is in the winter formed of the waters of the Springs and Tor- 
rentSjWhkh the froff ffixeth. This is fc> true, that when there is much 
fnow in winter, the waters are very high the enfuing Summer. Rut 
when great Rains chance to fall in fanuary ,then the Snow, not,yet be¬ 
ing well hardned, melteth oa a fudden altogether. And When this 
melting is notTo violent^!! the Snow r that wiH mel^ raelts at the end 
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of MA) or at the beginning of June.- fo that, there remaining hut the 
ftock of lee for entertaining the increafe of the water unto the month 
of Aegufi, feme have thence been induced to fay, that tins increafe, 
which amounts, as hath been faid, to 15. feet water generally all over 
the Lake.is caufed by the herbs,growing,as they pretend.at its bottom 
in great abundance i and that thefe herbs, whil'd growing, do force 
the water upwards,and dying in autumn make the water to (ink lower. 
Which is not fatisfadory to me,becaufe theic are no herbs leen upon 
the Lake , and very little within it, and the banks being very 
dry. 

Others there are,that will have this water rarified by the heat of the 
Sun,and thereupon fwelled on the borders,hot water not being fo high 
in the middle as cold. 0 

This is certain, that all the rivers and torrents, that fall into this 
Lake,carry with them fore of (tones and earth, which may indeed en¬ 
large and raife it: But fuch an augmentation or rife cannot be fen- 
tible but from age to age- not to mention, that in winter, whilft »he 
water is low,the (tones of the Lake arc carried away for building or 
fortifying at Geneva* 

At the illuing out of the barres,that forme Gcxcva, on the fide of the 
Lake,arc feen in the water two orthree hugeb’lints,(landing out of the 
water-, the chief of which they call Niton t And the tradition is, that 
it formerly was an Altar confecrated to Neptune ■ there being alfo a 
place cut out in the middle,which they cake to have been the place for 
the ficrifice. On this Flint feven or eight perfons can (it } and fome- 
times,when the waters are very low, there are found about it knives, 
and needles as thick as bodkins of tweefes, and much longer s both of 
brafs.well enough made, and efteemed to have fejved for the fieri fees. 

This Lake in ferene and calm weather appears fometimes, and that 
even before Sun-riling,as if it were made of divers pieces, differently 
coloured i part of it being browner than the reft : which feems to be 
caufed by a breath of wind pafling thorow the water, comin* either 
from the bottom ot the Lake,or from above s though others think this 
gentle agitation to proceed from feme fprings that are at the bottom' 
making the water lluver above.But that part of the water, that is not 
moved, appears as even and fmooth as a looking-glafs, or like water 
traced by a (hip. And as for the C olors, they are,in my opinion, an ef- 
feff of the neighbouring mountains,the different images of which, be¬ 
ing confounded in the water,make an appearance of very pale colours. 

Alter that the Rhone is entred into the Lake, he retakes not his ini-* 
petuous courie before a quarter of a mile’s dillance from its coining 
forth again,tint i$,above Geneva. And the nearer he comes to that 
1 own,the more his bed becoms narrow, and confcquentiy bis courie 
more rapid. Y ct this rapidnefs hath been in our times once furmoim- 
ted by wind,and once by watcr.To underiland which, you may ima - 
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gine,tbat in GeHtv* thtrt Is a ftreak of Land about an hundred fathoms 
long, which divides the Rhone into two parts, palling under four 
bridges, then cover’d with houfes. From the point of this Ille unto fe- 
veral ranks of (lakes on that fide of the Town there are about a thou- 
fand common paces. This whole fpace of water, which makes the fi. 
gure of an V (whereof the Ille is the point, and the Town formes the 
Tides => and the ftakes.the empty place of the end ,) hath been once laid 
dry by a violent wind, after this manner. One day in the winter of 
the Year 1645. there arofe in the morning about 9 a clock fo furious 
a wind, that not only it uncovered the houfes, but alfo laid dry the 
bed of the Rhone above the bridges,fo that many ,in the view of ail the 
town,crolfed quite over it dry-foot, and one of the fonsof M. D’ Au- 
bigny took up fome medals,which he found in his way.This palfage was 
free during an hours time S at the end of which the Rivers retook its 
courfe. At that feafon the water being very low,and a weft-wind, to 
arrive at Geneve,being preifed by the high mountains, that bring it up¬ 
on the town as by the nofe of a pair of bellows it came to pafs, that 
that wind did violently bear upon the water near the faid bars,keeping 
fufpended the water that was beyond,and thofe waters,that were be¬ 
neath,running away down wards by a declivity, and under theYhelter 
of tbe houfes.Whilft I was fcruplingat this relation, they brought me 
Gall a fins his Commentary upon Exodus ^ printed 1560 V where ’tis re¬ 
corded,that the like accident had fain out at Geneva at the time when 
that Minifter lived there,a South-weft-wind having made the Rhone 
to recoile into the Lake,and many people having thereupon palled o- 
ver dry for an hours time. 

Concerning the other accident ; you may remember , that; 
the river Arve , which is a kind of Torrent, falls into the Rhone, 
about a 1000 paces beneath Geneva. In the month of December in the 
Year 2652. the faid Arve did fo extraordinarily fwell, that not only 
it over run its banks with impetuolity ,'but alfo interrupted the courfe 
of the Rhone, and forced it to re-enter into the Lake for the fpace of 
fourteen hours \ though fome doefteem, that the Arve dif-gorged it 
felf for that time into the Lake,byt,pjilling over the water of the Rhone, 
which,in their opinion, continued his courfe under the water of the 
Arve. However, the water was feen at Geneva to re-enter into the 
Lake. 

But to conc!ude,this Lake doth very much abound in Tifli • but that 
which is obfervabie is, that thofe Fifties have'as’twere cantonized 
themfei ves,and divided the Luke amongftthem. The Trouts are not to 
be fou td there,but,as hath k~en already mentioned, in the Current of 
the Rhone : the Garys ha".: taken up their quarter towards Vettvay \ the 
.Pikes > d Pedrches nave sifo their habitations apart. But fome other 

that are but pilfer gers, not living conftantiy in the Lake, fpread 
t-hemfdves aSmoll every where indifferently. 
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The great Trouts pafs out of the Lake for four months of the Sum. 
mer.and are taken in autumn when they are returning thither. The 
Filhing is farmed out at Geneva •, and there are Confervatories where 
many ofthofe big Trouts are kept, among which there are feme that 
weigh fifty pounds. Sometimes they catch Pikes there of eighty pounds 
weight and a pound weight at Geneva you know to be eighteen 
ounces. 

In the months of July and Augufi they fifli there for the Fry of 
pearches, at a time when they are no bigger than the fmaheft taggs. 
Thefe are a very deliciousdifh,there called antons . 

I [hall add no more than put you in mini of that Duke of Savoy, 
who renounced his Crown and the Pontificat it felf to pafs deliciou- 
fly the reft of his dayes at Ripailles, where lie made fo good cheer to all 
that visited him,t!m,to exprefs a very merry entertainment, they fay 
itil i, faire Ripailles . 

An Accompt of fame Books. 

I, LVK Mathematic a,Collifionibus Johanni? VValliiii S.Th D & Tho- 
mae Hobbelii Malmesbnrienfis,excajfa: Multis & fulgentijjimie aucla ra - 
diss .Auth.W. R. Adjunct* Cenfura Doctrinx Wa Hi liana? de Libra, un* 
cum Rofeto Hobbelii, Londini,pr« Guil.Crook in vies vccato without 
Temple-bar, 1672. in 4". 

r-|-'He Author of this Book dedicated to the Royal Society , having 
_| told the Reader in the Preface ,that he hath deduced the rife and 
orcadon oi the Difputes betwixt Dv.Wall's and Mr. Hobbes, and com¬ 
manded the many and difficult Proportions and Demonstrations, faid 
to be advanced by the latter of them,and compared therewith thofe of 
Dc.Wails ■, having alfo fubjoined in the fame the things that by M. 
Hobbes are judged manifeft : Proceeds in the Body of the book to the 
Controverlies themfelvesy endeavouring to vindicate Mr. Hobbes's 
Aflertions from the Objections of Dr .Wallis, particularly thofe, that 
were publifhed in N 73. and 75. of thefe Tranfactions 5 which Month¬ 
ly Papers,(to touch that by the by.) this Author, by a great miltake, 
calls p. 56.the Tran fait tons of the R. Society i whereas they are notori- 
oufly compofed by a Single Perfon, who haffi not only declared fo 
much in feveral places of thefe Trails, and no* folemnly in N*. 12.. . 
p.213,214-, but alfo adds his very name to them in the Dedications 
of every years volume. 

The Controveriies, by the Author enumerated, are 13. 

1. De Rationum calcttlo per megnitadine s Inf nit as 

2. De fignificatu voces Rations assta Matr.ematicos. 

3. De Iiatione reiianguli act P arabolam, ad Paraboloeides foil dam, ad Pa- 
raboDm Cubicalem, & ad alias Tiguras ipf inferiptas. 

4 ZJtrtem Nurr.eri qnasi^cii rad:-: eastern ft cum figura t quadrates latere. 
5. De Pmst»,c(e JUngttuitneJtne L ustudine an Ar.gy.lns femi-circuli 

fit rectus t 
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